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The Seeds of the Story
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My Mother, Miyoko Sasaki

My mother was seven years old 

when she became an internee. 

(Sachi)
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Obaasan and Mom

3

(Mama & Sachi)

3



Mom Playing O-koto4



My grandfather, Fukumatsu Sasaki, arrived in 

California in 1917. My grandmother, Yoi Muto 

Sasaki, arrived in 1915.

(Papa and Mama)
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My Uncle Lloyd

(Nobu)
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My mother’s oldest brother, Uncle Yoshio,  served with 

the 442nd Regimental Combat Team and was awarded 

the Bronze Star while his family was interned.

(Taro)
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Sacramento Bee 

article about my 

grandfather’s 

robbery and 

murder.
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(Terrence)



When we were growing up, our good friends, 

sisters Nina and Maria, lived across the street. 

Jubie is a compilation of these friends.
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The History
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Due to provisions in the Naturalization Act of 1790, 

Issei, or the first generation of Japanese to 

immigrate to the United States, were not allowed 

become American citizens until 1952.

11
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Executive Order 9066

▪  Signed by President 

Roosevelt on February 19, 

1942.

▪  Cleared the way for 

Japanese Americans to 

be sent to internment 

camps.
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Many were given only six days to prepare to leave their 

homes. Upon reporting to the Civil Control Stations, they 

were given tags to wear as identification.14



On the west coast of 

the United States, 

approximately 120,000 

people of Japanese 

descent were 

relocated.

More than 60% were 

American citizens.

15



They were first taken to temporary Assembly Centers 
before being sent to more permanent relocation camps 

in Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Idaho, Utah 

and Wyoming.

Some of these assembly centers were formerly horse 

tracks, such as Tanforan and Santa Anita in California.

87
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Loyalty Questionnaire

Internees over seventeen 

years of age were required 

to take a loyalty oath.

Those who answered “no” to 

Questions 27 & 28 were 

called disloyal or “No-No 
Boys,” and were sent to a 

maximum security detention 

center at Tule Lake.

222
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Questions 27 and 28
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By the war’s end and in the years 

following, no Japanese American was 

ever convicted of sabotage or 

espionage. 
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The Arkansas Internment Camps

20



Rohwer and Jerome 

housed approximately 

16,000 internees from 

September 1942 to 

November 1945.

21

Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culture



Rohwer Barracks

Each tarpapered 

barrack was 20’x120’ 

and held four to six 

apartments. A block 

was comprised of 10-

14 barracks and 

included a mess hall 
and communal latrine.
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Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culture



Courtesy Densho.org

23



Courtesy Rosalie Gould

24



Courtesy Rosalie Gould
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Leaving Rohwer

Due to difficulty 

relocating internees 

back to their homes in 

California, Rohwer was 

the last camp to close.

(September 18, 1942-November 30, 

1945)
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Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culture



Rohwer Today

Tree of Secrets
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Pilgrimage 2025



What Famous Person Was a 

Rohwer Internee?

29



George Takei

30



30

“Peace cannot be achieved

by force, it can only be

achieved by understanding.”                                         

                                ~ Albert Einstein



31 For Kids:



31
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A few ways readers can help authors:

• Leave a review on Amazon or Goodreads

• Request books at your library

• Tell a friend or book club

• Share on social media
• Follow author on social media

• Subscribe to newsletter to stay updated

www.janmorrill.com jan@janmorrill.com
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